Battle of the Books List
2015 – 2016
Carryover List

Breaking Stalin’s Nose by Eugene Yelchin
Diamond Willow by Helen Frost
Lions of Little Rock by Kristen Levine
Michael Vey: The Prisoner of Cell 25 by Richard Paul Evans
So B. It by Sarah Weeks

New Titles
Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis
Reading Level 5.0 AR points 8.0
A young boy named Bud (not Buddy!) Caldwell, who has been an orphan since he
was six, runs away after being abused in a foster home. He sets out to find his father,
a man named Herman E. Calloway, a bandleader in Michigan during the Depression.
He has many adventures along the way and learns many lessons he can take with
him in his life.

Chasing Vermeer by Blue Balliett
Reading Level 5.4 AR points 6.0
When a book of unexplainable occurrences brings Petra and Calder together,
strange things start to happen: Seemingly unrelated events connect; an eccentric old
woman seeks their company; an invaluable Vermeer painting disappears. Before
they know it, the two find themselves at the center of an international art scandal,
where no one is spared from suspicion. As Petra and Calder are drawn clue by clue
into a mysterious labyrinth, they must draw on their powers of intuition, their
problem solving skills, and their knowledge of Vermeer. Can they decipher a crime
that has stumped even the FBI?

Counting By 7’s by Holly Goldberg Sloan
Reading Level 5.6 AR Points 10.0
Twelve–year–old genius and outsider Willow Chance must figure out how to
connect with other people and find a surrogate family for herself after her parents
are killed in a car accident.

Deep Zone by Tim Green
Reading Level 4.9 AR points 7.0
From the moment the two football champs cross paths, Troy and Ty begin to size
each other up. But when the two rivals find themselves tangled in a web of deceit,
they discover they have more in common than their football skills.

Emily’s Fortune by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor
Reading Level 5.2 AR points 3.0
Emily Wiggins is poor and timid, without a drop of self-confidence. When
unexpectedly orphaned, she is left all alone except for her turtle, Rufus. What in
blinkin' bloomers should Emily do? Emily's neighbors, Mrs. Ready, Mrs. Aim, and Mrs.
Fire, have the answer. Emily must travel by stagecoach to honorable Aunt Hilda.
What a hootin', tootin' grand idea! But Miss Catchum of the Catchum Child-Catching
Services will get a big bonus for making Emily live with her next of kin, vicious Uncle
Victor. How in ding-dong dickens will Emily escape Miss Catchum? It will take all the
gumption and cunning of fellow orphan and traveler, Jackson, to help Emily find her
confidence, conniving spirit, and the truth behind why Uncle Victor wants to claim
her. But how in flippin' flapjacks will Emily outsmart Uncle Victor?

Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library by Chris Grabenstein
Reading Level 4.5 AR points 7.0
Kyle Keeley is the class clown and a huge fan of all games—board games, word
games, and particularly video games. His hero, Luigi Lemoncello, the most notorious
and creative gamemaker in the world, just so happens to be the genius behind the
construction of the new town library. Lucky Kyle wins a coveted spot as one of
twelve kids invited for an overnight sleepover in the library, hosted by Mr.
Lemoncello and riddled with lots and lots of games. But when morning comes, the
doors stay locked. Kyle and the other kids must solve every clue and figure out every
secret puzzle to find the hidden escape route!

Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan
Reading Level 5.3 AR points 6.0
Esperanza thought she'd always live with her family on their ranch in Mexico--she'd
always have fancy dresses, a beautiful home, and servants. But a sudden tragedy
forces Esperanza and Mama to flee to California during the Great Depression, and to
settle in a camp for Mexican farm workers. Esperanza isn't ready for the hard labor,
financial struggles, or lack of acceptance she now faces. When their new life is
threatened, Esperanza must find a way to rise above her difficult circumstances-Mama's life, and her own, depend on it.

Flora and Ulysses by Kate DiCamillo
Reading Level 4.3 AR points 5.0
Newberry Winner 2014
It begins, as the best superhero stories do, with a tragic accident that has
unexpected consequences. The squirrel never saw the vacuum cleaner coming, but
self-described cynic Flora Belle Buckman, who has read every issue of the comic
book Terrible Things Can Happen to You!, is the just the right person to step in and
save him. What neither can predict is that Ulysses (the squirrel) has been born
anew, with powers of strength, flight, and misspelled poetry — and that Flora will
be changed too, as she discovers the possibility of hope and the promise of a
capacious heart.

The Ghosts of Tupelo Landing by Sheila Turnage
Reading Level 4.2 AR points 10.0
When Miss Lana makes an Accidental Bid at the Tupelo auction and winds up the
mortified owner of an old inn, she doesn't realize there's a ghost in the fine print.
Naturally, Desperado Detective Agency (aka Mo and Dale) opens a paranormal
division to solve the mystery of the ghost's identity. They've got to figure out who
the ghost is so they can interview it for their history assignment (extra credit). But
Mo and Dale start to realize that the Inn isn't the only haunted place in Tupelo
Landing. People can also be haunted by their own past. As Mo and Dale handily track
down the truth about the ghost (with some help from the new kid in town), they
discover the truth about a great many other people, too.

Ice Drift by Theodore Taylor
Reading Level 5.7 AR points 5.0
The year is 1868, and fourteen-year-old Alika and his younger brother, Sulu, are
hunting for seals on an ice floe attached to their island in the Arctic. Suddenly the ice
starts to shake, and they hear a loud crack--the terrible sound of the floe breaking
free from land. The boys watch with horror as the dark expanse of water between
the ice and the shore rapidly widens, and they start drifting south--away from their
home, their family, and everything they've ever known.

I, Houdini by Lynne Reid Banks
Reading Level 6.2 AR points 5.0
One family’s household has been in a state of disarray because of one small furry
problem. Meet Houdini, an extraordinarily brilliant escapologist. No, not that
Houdini. This one is a hamster. Once you meet him, you will understand that his
owners just couldn’t name him anything else, for his name is quite fitting. He can
escape from anything—a cage or the clutches of a mean cat. While on his escapades,
he causes all kinds of trouble from chewing through wires to causing a flood. But
Houdini thinks it’s all worth it, because he is desperate to explore the great
Outdoors. But once he gets out, will he ever come back? Or will this be his final
escape?

Liar & Spy by Rebecca Stead
Reading Level 3.8 AR points 5.0
Seventh grader Georges moves into a Brooklyn apartment building and meets Safer,
a twelve-year-old self-appointed spy. Georges becomes Safer's first spy recruit. His
assignment? Tracking the mysterious Mr. X, who lives in the apartment upstairs. But
as Safer becomes more demanding, Georges starts to wonder: what is a lie, and what
is a game? How far is too far to go for your only friend?

Lincoln’s Grave Robbers by Steve Sheinkin
Reading Level 6.6 AR points 5.0
The action begins in October of 1875, as Secret Service agents raid the Fulton,
Illinois, workshop of master counterfeiter Ben Boyd. Soon after Boyd is hauled off to
prison, members of his counterfeiting ring gather in the back room of a smoky
Chicago saloon to discuss how to spring their ringleader. Their plan: grab Lincoln's
body from its Springfield tomb, stash it in the sand dunes near Lake Michigan, and
demand, as a ransom, the release of Ben Boyd --and $200,000 in cash. From here,
the action alternates between the conspirators, the Secret Service agents on their
trail, and the undercover agent moving back and forth between the two groups.
Along the way readers get glimpses into the inner workings of counterfeiting, grave
robbing, detective work, and the early days of the Secret Service. The plot moves
toward a wild climax as robbers and lawmen converge at Lincoln's tomb on election
night: November 7, 1876.

My Life in Dog Years by Gary Paulsen
Reading Level 5.6 AR points 3.0
Gary Paulsen has owned dozens of unforgettable and amazing dogs. In each chapter
he tells of one special dog, among them Cookie, the sled dog who saved his life;
Snowball, the puppy he owned as a boy in the Philippines; Ike, his mysterious
hunting companion; Dirk, the grim protector; and his true friend Josh, a brilliant
border collie.

The Evolution of Calpurnia Tate by Jacqueline Kelly
Reading Level 5.3 AR points 12.0
Calpurnia Virginia Tate is eleven years old in 1899 when she wonders why the
yellow grasshoppers in her Texas backyard are so much bigger than the green ones.
With a little help from her notoriously cantankerous grandfather, an avid naturalist,
she figures out that the green grasshoppers are easier to see against the yellow
grass, so they are eaten before they can get any larger. As Callie explores the natural
world around her, she develops a close relationship with her grandfather, navigates
the dangers of living with six brothers, and comes up against just what it means to
be a girl at the turn of the century.

